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secure the peace of Europe; also in the sense of the proverb
that "one sword holds another in its sheath."
The new Alliance served well its purpose of relieving
France and Russia from their isolation. It enabled France
to take a stiffer tone toward England, but it did not yet
constitute a combination which was strong enough, or which
desired, to measure arms with the Triple Alliance. This
situation continued for some ten years. Between the put-
ting into force of the Alliance in 1894 and the establishment
of the Anglo-French Entente in 1904, the equilibrium be-
tween the Triple Alliance and Franco-Russian Alliance was
sufficiently well balanced so that neither combination could
dare to risk disturbing it by force.
This situation of more or less equilibrium on the Conti-
nent even led to a series of temporary diplomatic combina-
tions in which Germany cooperated with Russia and France.
In 1894, Germany and France joined hands in preventing
England from acquiring a strip of Congo territory for the
Cape-to-Cairo Railway,34 In 1895, Germany cooperated
with France and Russia to compel Japan to restore part of
the conquests taken from China.35 In 1900, Russia pro-
posed that the same three Powers should try to mediate be-
tween England and the Boers. Germany did not wish to
antagonize England by such a step, but consented to dis-
cuss it. Quite possibly the three Powers might have at-
tempted it, had not France been unwilling to enter into an
arrangement with Germany which would have involved a
mutual guarantee of territories, and consequently a second
renunciation of Alsace-Lorraine.®6 In this same year also
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According to the current Anglo-French version, the Kaiser instigated the
mediation proposal, and then sought to lay the odium of it on France and
Russia; according to the documents in G.P., the reverse is the fact/—
Russia, originated it, and the French and the Russians then sought to put

